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Minutes

Where:  

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]




1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

When:


March 8, 2011



Executive Board and Business Meeting 7:09 – 8:25 PM

Persons in attendance

 Michael Gilsdorf, President; Sebastian Heath, Treasurer; Patty Bennett, Secretary/Vice-President; Earl Strimple, AVMA alternate delegate;  Jane Robens. 
Minutes from Previous Meeting

 The January meeting minutes will be posted on the DCVMA website.
Treasurers Report – Sebastian Heath reported a total of $309.66 in payments (food for January meeting; website; ASVMAE 2011 dues) for January/February 2011 and a total of $6,657.52 in deposits (Membership dues, donation, CD deposit) for the same period. The balance for this period: $15,538.63 in SunTrust checking.
Sebastian is still working to setup the CD account – $10,000 will be moved to a Ginnie Mae account leaving $5,000 as working funds.

Unfinished Business

1. Membership – Per Sebastian Heath, there are currently 30 paid DCVMA members, 30 Life members and 23 unpaid members. Sebastian will send out further reminders. Earl Strimple, Patty Bennett, and Mike Gilsdorf all agreed to contact members who had not yet paid membership
2. Elections – all officers present took offices. Mike Gilsdorf: President; Sebastian Heath: Treasurer; Patty Bennett: Secretary/Vice-President
3. DC Residence Slots at Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine – Per Sebastian Heath, according to information from various veterinary schools and the AAVMC, approximately 5-7 DC residents attend veterinary school and pay out of state tuition. He is still waiting for information from Tuskegee and Tufts. In-state tuition is approximately $22,000/yr vs. out-of-state tuition at approximately $40,000.  
4. Continuing Educational Options

a. Brown Bag Seminar – The group discussed how to proceed with setting up framework – one suggestion is having one speaker giving the same talk in multiple locations to encourage greater participation by federal veterinarians.
b. VET 2011 – Any events DCVMA schedules should be linked to main World Veterinary 2011 site.
c. Evening with a Veterinarian – The group discussed having dinners with families who want their children to go to veterinary school. The group discussed getting the word out by messaging to career counselors
d. DC Academy - Mike Gilsdorf attended a recent meeting and saw many public practitioners. After discussing it, the group agreed to get on the agenda for DC Academy for October to message out for joint association conference in November.
5. Voting for new AVMA District II Rep – Members can vote online at:  http://www.avma.org/about_avma/governance/EBdistrictII_election/defualt.asp 
6. AVMA House of Delegates – AVMA is offering yearlong leadership training and will select 7 people. NAFV has selected someone – does DCVMA want to nominate someone as well – deadline May 1st – individuals who want to be nominated need to email Mike Gilsdorf for criteria. The HOD delegates will visit DC in the fall.
7. AVMA Public Health and Regulatory Vet Med Council Position      -The group discussed submitting a name for the position, but no final decision was made.
8. Web sites – Mike Gilsdorf recommended putting logos of other VMAs on our website. Mike discussed the upgrades to website
9. DCVMA Resolutions

a. Resolution 11 – Make it a legislative priority for veterinarians to receive equitable pay in public practice compared to other health professions
b. Resolution 12 – Adopt equal pay for equal work for veterinarians and physicians as part of the mandate of the one health initiative
i. Financial impact - none
c. Resolution 13 – Commission the NCVEI to study and address economic issues impacting veterinarians in public practice and academia 

i. Financial impact - $150,000 (estimated). Financial impact is contingent upon Executive Board consideration.
d. Proposed Resolution – Resolved that the AVMA supports the development and rapid implementation of comprehensive and integrated disease surveillance in all US Livestock Herds and flocks and poultry
i. Financial impact - none
New Business

1. 
Potomac Regional Veterinary Medicine – November 11-13th 2011 -  Topics discussed included having a legislative panel to discuss current and upcoming Veterinary issues. The group also discussed having a Career Transition panel, which might include Valerie Reagan; Veterinarian who went from private to public practice, Veterinarian who went from public to private practice; Veterinarian in corporate practice; recruiters from public and private sector. There was also a discussion about having a talk on accreditation
Next Meeting Date and Place:
Thursday, June 16, 2011 

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]

1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

Submitted by Patty Bennett
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