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Minutes

Where:  

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]




1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

When:




May 18, 2010

Executive Board and Business Meeting 7:00 – 9:15 PM

Persons in attendance

Patty Bennet, President; Mike Gilsdorf, President-Elect; Jocelyn Crawford, Vice President; Sharon Chase, Secretary; Jane Robens; Shearon Smith 

Minutes from Previous Meeting

Patty Bennett moved to accept the Minutes of the March meeting, which had previously been posted on the DCVMA website.  Michael Gilsdorf seconded.  Motion approved.


Treasurers Report

Michael Gilsdorf read a summary of the Treasurers Report for Sebastian Heath, who could not attend the meeting.  All prior accounts through the past two years have been resolved.  
Announcements

Michael Gilsdorf announced that there will be a meeting of the federal agencies and OPM with the National Association of Federal Veterinarians (NAFV) on June 3.  Meeting participants will discuss veterinary workforce issues.  NAFV will be asking for a letter of support by the DCVMA; this letter will be sent to Congress and will highlight issues of importance to the veterinary workforce.  

 

Members were reminded that the Joint Summer Conference (DCVMA, Maryland AVMA, and NoVA VMA) will be held from June 27-29 in Ocean City, Maryland.

 
Patty Bennet gave an update from the second North American Veterinary Medical Education Consortium (NAVMEC) meeting.  She attended the NAVMEC meeting along with Marguerite Pappaionou.  This was the second of three NAVMEC meetings which will be held in 2010.  

 

One topic of discussion at the NAVMEC meeting was the debt load of graduating veterinarians and the pay disparity between veterinarians and other health professionals.  One suggestion for reducing the debt load was to lower the number of veterinary education years from the current 8 to 6.  Marguerite challenged those in attendance to think even broader in terms of finding funding sources including how the veterinary community In addition, there is the possibility of grant funding to provide opportunities for the veterinary field.considers grant funding.  

 

NAVMEC attendees saw a presentation of education models at several US and non-US veterinary schools, and discussed how the increasing interest in post-graduate internship programs reflects on veterinary education programs.  A suggested area of improvement in the veterinary school curriculum is the need to educate students on business accummenissues, in particular how to handle moneymanage a business and work well with clients.   

 

Although not present at the May 18 meeting, Marguerite Pappaionou provided suggestions to the DCVMA via an email read by Patty Bennett.  She suggests suggested that DCVMA pursue opportunities with the One Health Academy, as well as provide continuing education opportunities at upcoming DCVMA meetings.  Michael Gilsdorf stated that if we partnered with One Health, we could provide attendees with continuing education credits.  

 

A request for continuing education speakers at upcoming DCVMA meetings was made.

 

Patty Bennet raised the possibility of a social hourevent, previously suggested by Sebastian Heath.  This could be held in the fall in conjunction with the proposed November election of officersour next meeting.  One potential location is the Capital Yacht Club where One Health meetings are held. 

New Business

The DCVMA By-laws were reviewed.  Issues that had previously been identified for further discussion were discussed and decided at this meeting.  Patty Bennet will send out the draft edition agreed to in the May 18th meeting first to the committe working on the by-laws and then to the membership ask for member’s input (1 month deadline).

 
Members discussed the feasibility of paying Nicole McConnell for managing the DCVMA website.  A fee of $30/hour was suggested and approved.
Next Meeting Date and Place:
September 14, 2010

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]

1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

Submitted by Sharon Chase (Secretary, DCVMA)
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