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Minutes

Where:  

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]




1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

When:




September 23, 2010

Executive Board and Business Meeting 7:00 – 9:15 PM

Persons in attendance

Patty Bennett, President; Jocelyn Crawford, Vice President; Tracy DuVernoy, Executive Director; Sharon Chase, Secretary; Bonnie Buntain; Sal Cirone; Vito Delvento; Marshall Gagne; Marguerite Pappaionou; and Earl Strimple. 

Minutes from Previous Meeting

Patty Bennett moved to accept the Minutes of the May meeting, which had previously been posted on the DCVMA website. Motion approved.


Treasurer’s Report

Patty Bennet read a summary of the Treasurer’s Report for Sebastian Heath, who could not attend the meeting.  The SunTrust checking account balance is $10,053.62.  The United Bank CD account balance is $5,809.52.

Patty Bennet also read the DCVMA Membership Report for Sebastian Heath.  Currently there are 84 members, of which 45 are paid in full, 31 are life members, 8 are complementary members, and 7 are overdue.  The total revenue from members is $1,910.00. 
Announcements

Vito Delvento announced that he is now serving as the Chief Public Health Veterinary Medical Officer for the District.  His responsibilities include the inspection of all animal facilities in the District, including veterinary practice offices, humane societies, and animal shelters.  Another priority is establishing a new animal shelter for the District.  

Patty Bennett announced that she will be traveling to the Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine in Blacksburg, VA to attend events related to World Rabies Day on September 25, 2010.  On October 15, 2010 Dr. Bennett will again travel to Blacksburg to discuss the coordination of a mentorship program with the veterinary school dean.
Tracy Duvernoy announced the following: 

1. As the executive officer, Dr. Duvernoy routinely receives unsolicited offers from commerical businesses and organizations who wish to speak at DCVMA meetings or provide training to members:  
· Saf-T-Pak (insulated shipping containers)

· Motivational speaking

· Animal behavior

· Financial planner

· Travel organizer

· Credit card processing companies

· Stem cell therapy

2. Veterinary accreditation update. The deadline for the veterinary accreditation program run by USDA/APHIS has been extended indefinitely.

3. There are two AVMA applications for membership in the District.  Welcome letters will need to be drafted and sent to the following individuals:
· Primo Arambulo III

· Stephen DeVincent

4. The AVMA is calling for nominations regarding Councils and Committees.  There are currently multiple openings. 
5. The DCVMA has the opportunity to sponsor a veterinary student to attend the annual SAVMA (Student Association of the Veterinary Medical Association) convention held on March 24 – 26, 2011, at UC – Davis.  The cost of the student sponsorship is $300.00.

6. Dr. Duvernoy is in contact with other VMA representatives.  The following issues are currently being discussed among area VMAs: 

· The possibility of automatically increasing dues on an annual basis.  Some VMAs have automatic increases in dues.

· Print vs. electronic newsletter

· Compensation payment of Board members to attend meetings

· Euthanasia of animals

· Equine dentistry

· Social networking sites

7. Upcoming meetings:

· ASVMAE fall meeting, Nov 4 – 6, 2010, Sonoma, CA.  Dr. Duvernoy would like to attend this conference with some financial compensation from the DCVMA.  Support from members attending the meeting was enthusiastic.

 

Unfinished Business

The DCVMA By-laws were reviewed.  Patty Bennet is waiting for feedback on the by-laws from Kent McClure and Andy ?.  Once the feedback is received, a DCVMA meeting will be scheduled to review their comments.

Patty Bennett provided details regarding the proposed November social event.  Gary Weitzman, director of the Washington Animal Rescue League (WARL), has offered the use of WARL facilities on Thursday, November 4, 2010, in conjunction with an appreciation program WARL is holding for local veterinarians.  Response among meeting attendees was positive.  Patty Bennett will follow up with Dr. Weitzman to confirm the date.

Efforts to set up scholarships for District residents to attend Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine are underway.  Patty Bennett stated that she and Sebastian Heath are in the process of writing a white paper for a proposal.  At this time, it appears that funding for the scholarship program will be through the federal government.  Marshall Gagne suggested instituting a promissary note program, such as the current arragement between New Hampshire and Tufts Veterinary School in Massachusetts, which allows New Hampshire residents to attend Tufts at a reduced tuition cost.

Patty Bennett provided an update about providing continuing education in conjunction with DCVMA meetings.  The following possibilities were discussed: partnering with the One Health Initiative (meetings are held at the Capital Yacht Club in Washington, DC); providing a speaker at DCVMA meetings (the first part of the meeting would be dedicated to business-related matters, with the lecture to follow); providing lunchtime seminars in the DC metro area; and holding DCVMA lunchtime meetings during DC Academy seminars.  The goal of holding DCVMA meetings during DC academy lectures would be to increase and diversify membership.  It was decided that rather than actively pursuing multiple CE options simultaneously, we will begin by looking into one or two opportunities.  Vito Delvento will look into coordinating efforts with One Health.  Jocelyn Crawford will contact DC Academy officials to investigate whether DC Academy meetings could be held at lunchtime.  
New Business

Jocelyn Crawford discussed Executive Officer election dates and term lengths.  The current by-laws state that elections will be held in June.  Discussion was given as to whether the term of election should follow the fiscal year, as it does in other veterinary medical associations, or the calendar year.  Sal Cirone stated that the terms of the AVMA delegates are based on the winter delegates session, which requires that delegates be elected in time for the meeting.  The point was raised that the DCVMA could hold separate elections for the delegates and hold the elections for the rest of the Executive Board at a separate time.  Based on the discussion, Patty Bennett will follow up with Andy McClure and Kent ? to see if it is possible, based on the current by-laws, to change the terms of officer elections.
The option of setting up a DCVMA Facebook page to improve coordination between the Executive Board and DCVMA membership was discussed.  Meeting attendees decided that before setting up a page, guidelines previously established by other VMAs to help protect sensitive information should be reviewed.  Tracy will forward the guidelines to Executive Board members.  Further discussion was given as to how best diseminate information to membership.  Patty Bennett recommended creating an electronic survey to see how members wish to obtain notification. This document will be created by Patty Bennett and Sharon Chase and will be sent to DCVMA members.  

DCVMA will be participating in the Maryland VMA conference, to be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Timonium, MD on November 10-11, 2010.  A total of 12 CE credits will be available for attendees.  Patty Bennett announced that the DCVMA has been given 2 hours for presentations and requested volunteers to fill this space.  Vito Delvento volunteered to give a presentation on his current activities as Chief Public Health Veterinary Medical Officer for the District.  Earl Strimple volunteered to present information on his activities with the Wounded Warriors Project.  It was also suggested that a panel discussion would be of interest.  Tracy Duvernoy recommended looking into a fee sharing program with the conference coordinators, which would allow the DCVMA to financially benefit from being involved.

Next Meeting Date and Place:
The date for the next DCVMA meeting will be decided once we have received feedback from the by-laws. 

Submitted by Sharon Chase (Secretary, DCVMA)
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