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DCVMA Meeting Minutes
Where: 

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]




1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

When:


January 12, 2010




Executive Board and Business - Election Meeting 7:00 PM

Those Present

Sebastian Heath, President; Patty Bennett, President Elect; Mike Gilsdorf, Vice President; Jane Robens, Secretary; Earl Strimple, Alternate Delegate;  Michele April; Tracy DuVernoy; Marshall Gagne; Marguerite Pappaioanou; Vito del Vento, new member; Kelvin Urday, AVMA intern.

Minutes from Previous Meeting

Mike Gilsdorf moved to accept the Minutes of the October meeting which had previously been posted on the web. Motion approved.
Treasurers Report

The Treasurer, Dale Boyle, was not present, but had emailed the Treasurer’s report  which stated that DCVMA has a balance of $8,262.52. Patty Bennett stated that the report needed be itemized, and the motion to adopt report was postponed pending a detailed report.  Mike Gilsdorf offered to work with Dale Boyle to get the necessary details. 
Announcements
Marguerite Pappaioanou stated that the first national meeting of the North American Veterinary Medical Educational Consortium (NAVMEC) meeting will be held February 11 – 13, 2010 in Las Vegas NV.  A draft agenda has been sent to financial sponsors, of which the DCVMA is one.  She hoped that the DCVMA would be able to send a representative. However traveling expense for attendees must be paid by the sponsoring organization.  The dates were established to have the Consortium meeting just prior to the Western States Veterinary Medical Association meeting.  The meeting will focus on a discussion of veterinary medicine meeting societal needs, and what competencies veterinary students should have attained by graduation to meet those needs.  In addition to college faculty and administrators, representative of veterinary medical accrediting organizations, and licensing and testing groups will be at the table because they play a key role in providing education of veterinary medical students.  Earl Strimple asked if the workgroups for the various segments or needs areas had yet been established. Marguerite Pappaioanou stated that all three groups were represented on the NAVMEC Board of Directors and that financial co-sponsors were being given an opportunity to provide input on the meeting agenda.  She agreed to re-send the e-mail asking for co-sponsor input and giving directions for obtaining lodging for participating co-sponsoring representatives to Dr. Bennett after the meeting.
Reports
Sharon Chase attended the AVMA Leadership Conference on behalf of the DCVMA. She was unable to attend the January meeting of the DCVMA and will provide a short report at the next meeting.  
Unfinished business
Sebastian Heath announced that the DCVMA now has an Employer (Tax) Identification Number (EIN) (27-1377264).  Having an EIN was a condition for the DCVMA to accept the $1000 award from the AVMA for the highest per capita (member) contributions to the AVMAPAC. 

Further on incorporation, Sebastian explained that there are 3 steps for incorporating an organization: (1) obtaining the tax identification number, (2) incorporation under Federal IRS law, and (3) incorporation locally in the District of Columbia.  Obtaining 501 (c) (3) status enables an organization under federal tax laws to function as a charitable organization.  
The recommendation from the IRS is for the DCVMA to first adopt By-Laws that are in line with the goals and needs of the organization before filling for tax exempt status.  Following such action, DCVMA representative can then discuss informally with IRS advisors the process and benefits from obtaining 501 (c) (3) status.
Sebastian Heath followed up on the discussion regarding the DCVMA working with the One Health Academy to co-sponsor speakers.  He did not think that this appeared to be a viable opportunity at this time, not least of all because none of the One Health Academy organizers have shown interest or willingness to join the DCVMA. 

New Business

The DCVMA has joined with the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association and the American Association of Corporate and Public Practice Veterinarians to support and cosponsor the candidacy of Mike Chaddock for the AVMA Judicial Council At-Large position.  This action was approved by the vote of those present.
The District of Columbia Council Members from Ward 3 (Cheh) and Ward 5 (Wells) have introduced the “Human and Environmental Health Protection Amendment Act of 2009” which proposes a ban on the manufacture, sale, offer for sale, or distribution of several types of chemical products, including bisphenol A, phthalates, atrazine, pyrethrins, several flea and tick products for dogs and cats and certain ingredients in dish washing detergents. The AVMA has asked the DCVMA to join with them in submitting a response to the Council outlining and explaining our position on the proposed actions.  This action was approved by the vote of those present. 
Earl Strimple, the DCVMA’s alternate AVMA Delegate announced that April 26-27 will be lobbying days, and anyone willing to participate should contact Charlene Wandzilak, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania VMA.  The various resolutions will be published in the JAVMA. 
Sebastian Heath asked what has happened to the proposal by the DCVMA for an AVMA sponsored study on Public Practice to be submitted to the NCVEI.  No one had any specific information but Marguerite Pappaioanou indicated that the NCVEI is undergoing a transition to a new phase, with its future unclear at the moment, and perhaps this may have slowed action in follow-up on this resolution.   
Mike Gilsdorf made a motion, seconded by Earl Strimple, to support Patty Bennett as the DCVMA’s new president and representative to attend the NAVMEC meeting in Las Vegas which was discussed earlier in the meeting by Marguerite Pappaioanou. The motion was approved.
Patty Bennett discussed the feasibility of the DCVMA cosponsoring a meeting in June 2010 with the Maryland Veterinary Medical Association (MVMA) which would include a public practice section with continuing education credits for government and regulatory veterinarians.  There was some concern that the DCVMA would be asked to provide a program for a major part of the meeting which would be beyond our capabilities. However Patty Bennett believed we could make our program section of a doable size, e.g., a 4 hour block, and she will contact Jim Reed with the MVMA.

Sebastian Heath presented new proposed By-Laws for the DCVMA, pointing out that the present By-Laws date from 1987, and that they are not serving either the present needs or structure of the organization.  He hopes that new By-Laws can be adopted and in place by the next AVMA cycle, that is the end of June.  Several members expressed concern that the DCVMA should reach out to its membership and invite their participation in the writing of new By-Laws.  Patty Bennett will write a letter to the membership inviting their participation in a By-Laws committee. The nucleus of the By-Laws Committee will be Patty Bennett, Sebastian Heath, Mike Gilsdorf and Tracy Duvernoy.  Their work on the By-Laws will be discussed in detail at the March meeting of the DCVMA.  
Election of Officers

As current President Elect, Patty Bennett assumed the Office of President of the DCVMA for 2010 at the end of this meeting
The following nominations for other officers were made:

President Elect

Mike Gilsdorf (1 year)

Vice President


Jocelyn Crawford (1 year)

Secretary


Sharon Chase (1 year) (Jane Robens withdrew)
Treasurer


Sebastian Heath & Dale Boyle (1 year)

Executive Director

Tracy Duvernoy (1 year) (S. Heath withdrew)
AVMA Delegate

 Sal Cirone (4 years)

Alternate AVMA Delegate
 Earl Strimple (4 years)

A motion to accept the slate of nominations and to hold a run off election for Treasurer was made by Patty Bennett and seconded by Tracy Duvernoy.  The motion was accepted and Sebastian Heath was elected Treasurer of the DCVMA for 2010.
Next Meeting
Tuesday March 9, 2010

American Veterinary Medical Association – Governmental Relations Division Building [AVMA – GRD]


1910 Sunderland Drive, NW; Washington, DC

Adjournment 9:30 PM




�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





[image: image2.wmf] 

_1319440003.doc
[image: image1.png]






